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Early CHOICES
A Preschool LRE Initiative of the Illinois State Board of Education
Preface – Purpose
Early CHOICES is operated through a grant awarded by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) to
the School Association for Special Education in DuPage County (SASED); 100% of annual funding for the
project is from federal sources. Early CHOICES is the Preschool Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)
initiative. We provide professional development and technical assistance to the early childhood
community in Illinois. Early CHOICES assists ISBE in meeting their local needs by providing services
throughout Illinois. Early CHOICES partners with the other technical assistance projects serving the early
childhood community, such as Illinois Statewide Technical Assistance Regionally NETwork (STARNET)
and Early Childhood Center of Professional Development at The Center: Resources for Teaching and
Learning.
The purpose of this report is to provide a progress summary of Early CHOICES’ activities for SY 2016. In
SY 2015 Early CHOICES began as a stand-alone grant outside of Illinois Statewide Technical Assistance
Collaborative (ISTAC). This is our second year as a stand alone project. Early CHOICES worked to
advance inclusive practices in the early childhood community. Data for the report was collected from
ISBE and Early CHOICES assessment tools. Early CHOICES provided the District data examples. The
State Performance Plan (SPP) Indicators that impact preschool directly are addressed here:
•

Indicator 6 Preschool Environments

•

Indicator 7 Preschool Outcomes

•

Indicator 12 Early Childhood Transition

The report is divided into sections by indicator. Each section lists and contains data relative to the
activities Early CHOICES provides to Local Education Agencies (LEAs) or districts.
Early CHOICES also added two grants to our project that align closely to our work and has allowed us to
expand our efforts. First is the Award of Excellence supports that have been added to provide support to
programs wishing to apply for the Award of Excellence for Inclusion of Children with Special Needs. This
grant has a focus on training and supporting programs in applying for the highest quality award in
ExceleRate Illinois our quality rating and improvement system (QRIS) created through Race to the Top
Early Learning Challenge. The second grant is from the Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities
(ICDD) to create the trainings needed for the award and recruit childcare centers to apply.
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Early CHOICES
State Performance Plan Indicator 6
Preschool Environments
Free Appropriate Public Education in the Least Restrictive Environment

State Performance Plan (SPP) Indicator 6: Percent of children aged 3 through 5 with Individual
Education Programs (IEPs) attending a:
A. Regular early childhood program and receiving the majority of special education and
related services in the Regular Early Childhood Program (RECP), and
B. Separate special education class, separate school or residential facility.

Charge from Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE)
Early CHOICES staff will collaborate with districts as they support and increase the percent of children
aged 3-5 with IEPs attending a RECP and receiving the majority of special education and related services
in the RECP.
SPP 6A: ISBE Early Childhood Students Ages 3-5 in Regular Early Childhood Programs and
Receiving the Majority of Special Education Related Services in that Location
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Figure 1 SPP 6A: Early Childhood students ages 3-5 in RECP
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Timeframe

IL SY

FFY

# of students w/
IEPs in Indicator
6a

Total # students w/
IEPs

Ratio

State Target

2010-11

11

10

11213

36488

30.73

32.2

2011-12

12

11

11905

36929

32.24

32.2

2012-13

13

12

12311

37518

32.81

32.3

2013-14

14

13

12660

37311

33.93

32.4

2014-15

15

14

13312

37599

35.41

32.5

2015-16

16

15

14386

37878

37.98

32.6

The percentage of students with IEPs age 3-5 educated in regular early childhood programs settings
most of the day increased from 30.73 in SY 2011 to 37.98 in SY 2016. This represents an increase of
22% over the five-year school period. These findings suggest the state has met it targets relative to SPP
6A, 67% of the time or four out of the last six years. This means that in SY 2016 approximately 3,173
more ISBE early childhood students were educated in regular early childhood program settings
than in SY 2011.
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SPP 6B: Percent of ISBE Early Childhood Students Ages 3-5 in a Separate Special Education
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Figure 2 SPP 6B: Early Childhood students ages 3-5 in separate settings
Timeframe

IL SY

FFY

# of students w/
IEPs in Indicator 6b

Total # students w/
IEPs

Ratio

State
Target

2010-11

11

10

11986

36488

32.85

31.2

2011-12

12

11

11540

36929

31.25

31.2

2012-13

13

12

11272

37518

30.04

31.1

2013-14

14

13

11024

37311

29.55

31

2014-15

15

14

10961

37599

29.15

30.9

2015-16

16

15

10685

37878

28.21

30.8

SPP 6B Data Values for SY 2011 – SY 2016
In SY 2011, 11,986 ISBE students, ages 3-5 received their preschool education services in a separate
special education class, school or residential facility, representing 32.85 of all students 3-5 years of age
with an IEP.
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From SY 2011 to SY 2016, the percentage of 3-5 year old students educated in these restrictive special
education settings decreased from 32.85 to 28.21, for a decrease of 11% over the five-year period. This
means that in SY 2016, approximately 1,301 fewer early childhood students with IEPs were
educated in separate special education classes, schools and residential facilities than in SY 2011.

Analysis Data against Early CHOICES Effort
Early CHOICES has been unable to obtain most SY 2016 SPP 6, 7 or 12 data findings in time to provide
an analysis of these data in the SY 2016 report. Early CHOICES has not been able to obtain accurate
data for SPP Indicator 7 Early Childhood Outcomes and SPP Indicator 12 transition data. As a result,
Early CHOICES efforts against both longitudinal and more recent SPP 6, 7 & 12 data findings were not
analyzed. Data presented in this report reflect Early CHOICES efforts against the most recent complete
SPP 6 data set, SY 2015.
Illinois School Districts with Early Childhood Programs
The graph below represents data on the 749 districts with early childhood programs in operation in SY
2014. Of the 749 districts, 20% (147 districts) placed more than 50% of their early childhood students with
IEPS in separate special education classes, schools and/or residential facilities. These 147 districts
represent a 3% increase in the number of districts invited for Early Childhood SPP 6 Technical Assistance
over the 126 districts invited in SY 2015. The 147 districts invited in SY 2016 will be the focus of the rest
of the analyses presented in this report.
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147 (20%)

Districts
Targeted for
Technical
Assistance SY
2016

400

602 (80%)
200
0

N= 749
ISBE Districts with Early Childhood Programs
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SPP 6B Finding Below 50%
SPP 6B Finding Above 50%

Figure 3 Districts targeted for TA SY 2016
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In SY 2016 Early CHOICES provided direct and indirect Technical Assistance (TA) efforts to a total of 195
ISBE school districts, with 40% (78) of the districts being those districts with SPP 6B data of 50% or
higher findings as noted using SY 2015 SPP 6 data findings.
ISBE Districts Receiving Early CHOICES TA in SY 2016
250

200

150

78 (40%)

100

117 (60%)
50

0
Districts Receiving EC TA
Targeted for TA

N=195 Districts

Not Targeted for TA

Figure 4 ISBE districts receiving Early CHOICES TA in SY 2016
Of the 195 districts receiving TA effort in SY 2016, 40% (78) were school districts with SPP 6B data of
50% or higher findings as noted using SY 13-14 SPP 6 data. The 78 districts receiving TA represent 53%
of the 147 schools targets for TA in SY 2016.

6

Districts Targeted for TA Receiving Early CHOICES TA in SY 2016
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Figure 5 Districts targeted for TA receiving Early CHOICES TA in SY 2016

Summary of Efforts to Impact SPP Indicator 6
SPP 6 Data Analyzer
In order to impact SPP Indicator 6A and 6B, Early CHOICES collaborated with ISBE and the
Accountability Solutions to create a process to calculate the EE data for children ages 3-5 and sort the
data to determine which districts met the state target and which districts were far from the target. This
data process allowed identification of districts for ISBE to target for Indicator 6 in SY 2016. Early
CHOICES, along with ISBE and Illinois STARNET, created a plan for Technical Assistance to be
implemented in SY 2014 and repeated in SY 2015 and SY 2016.
The EE codes for children ages 3-5 are configured differently than the codes for 6-21 year olds. The first
task is assuring accuracy of data reporting. To that end in conjunction with ISBE, Early CHOICES
created a presentation to simplify the coding process and use it to instruct district leaders on how the
codes are to be arrived at using the Decision Tree for Coding Educational Environments for Children
Ages 3-5.
ISBE Early Childhood Division sent out invitations to 147 districts reporting 50% or more of their
preschoolers were served in a separate class, school or facility or had a Preschool For All grant and
reported 0% in 6A to view the online module Determining EE Codes for Preschoolers and to attend a
roundtable.
Recognizing the need for continued training on the EE codes for preschool, Early CHOICES spent time
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and effort developing an online module that captured the EE webinar content we had created with ISBE in
previous years. The online module is available to anyone via the website www.eclre.org. Early CHOICES
collects data via a voluntary online survey from those who watch the survey. Google analytics noted that
there were 853 unique views of the online module, with 533 unique page views. Viewers spent an
average of 3 minutes and 35 seconds viewing the online webinar.
Early CHOICES and STARNET collaborated again to host and facilitate the roundtables.
•
•
•
•

October 14, 2015 9am-12pm, Region IV, Holiday Inn, Mt Vernon
October 28, 2015 9am-12pm, Region VI, Southwest Cooperative, Oak Forest
October 29, 2015 9am-12pm, Region II, The Center, Arlington Heights
November 5, 2015 9am-12pm, Regions I & III, Fond Du Lac Bank, East Peoria

93 districts and 147 participants attended Early Childhood Regional Roundtables in SY 2016 and started
strategic plans for improving inclusion of students 3-5 in general education settings. 60% (56) of the 93
school districts in attendance were those with SY 2015 SPP 6B data of 50% or higher or had a PFA grant
and had 0% in 6A.
Each roundtable followed the same agenda with a review of the data to assure accuracy in coding and
then a review of the various models that are used in Illinois to serve preschoolers in the LRE. Each
roundtable had a regional early childhood leader who was implementing an inclusive model to serve
preschoolers who shared their story and experience. Participants were asked to think about their own
community and begin to consider ideas that would increase access to the LRE for preschoolers.
Including Me! Webinar for Families
Believing that parents of young children with disabilities can be unaware of an inclusive route for their
preschooler, Early CHOICES conceived, planned and implemented a webinar on their behalf in early May
2016. Webinar to Inform Families: Including Me! was produced live and archived on Early CHOICES
website for ongoing access. With 112 registrants, the webinar used the chat box and interactive screens.
Early CHOICES staff shared foundational information on inclusion. Yet the majority of the Webinar
focused on the telling and viewing of 3 families’ experiences with inclusive opportunities in the preschool
years. The intent of this event was to open the door to more exploration of inclusive options for individual
families. To that end, many resources in links, downloadable documents, and phone access was
provided.
Educational Environment Code Generator Application
In SY 2014 Early CHOICES commissioned the development of an online application to assist districts in
more accurately identifying and generating the appropriate Educational Environment (EE) codes for early
childhood students. The application known as, the EE Code Generator, was made available to districts in
SY 2015. The application follows Decision Tree for Coding Educational Environments for Children Ages
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3-5 and allows the users to create a PDF as documentation that they used the application. See Appendix
for example of the EE Code Generator app.
This application allowed for aggregate data collection on a number of districts and schools accessing the
application and generating an EE code, the types of early childhood placements where students currently
reside, the volume of use by districts with SPP 6 findings and the number of students receiving either a
6A or 6B EE codes based on application findings. These data were used to cross reference with other
valuable early childhood data findings for purposes of application upgrades and for purposes of using
data to better inform ISBE and Early CHOICES on whether valid EE codes translate to better early
childhood practices and thus relates to a decrease in SPP 6B values over time.
SY 2016 Educational Environment Code Generator Application Use
Since the introduction of the SPP 6 EE Code Generator application for use by ISBE Districts, the
application has been used a total of 930 times. The graph below reflects increase in the SPP 6 EE
application use over the last two school years. Unique ratings increased from SY 2015 to SY 2016 by
34% (173 ratings).
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Figure 6 EE Code Generator Unique Ratings

Unduplicated Number of Students Receiving Ratings
IN SY 2016, the SPP 6 EE Code Generator application was used to uniquely rate a total of 387 students.
This represents a 78% increase in unduplicated student ratings over SY 2015.
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Figure 7 EE Code Generator Unduplicated Students

Use of EE Code Generator Application by Districts
In SY 2016, 41 unique ISBE school districts used the SPP 6 EE Code Generator Application representing
a slight decrease of three (7%) districts using the Application over SY 2015.
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Figure 8 Unique Districts Using EE Code Generator
Educational Environment (EE) Data Sorter for 13-14 Data
In SY 2016, Early CHOICES continued its efforts to monitor EE data to assist districts in driving the
decision making process and change on the SPP Indicator 6A and 6B data. One data tool available for
use by Early CHOICES is the SASED- QWIZ database with a data sorter that provides immediate and up
to date SPP 6 and 7 data reports for all applicable districts. We have made efforts to add SPP Indicator
12 data but we have not attained data from ISBE, and Indicator 7 data is under review by ISBE. While
Early CHOICES uses these data to progress monitor their own performance relative to TA efforts, we also
use these reports with districts so that districts can become better informed of their SPP 6, 7 and 12
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indicator data findings, better understand how to progress monitor their efforts against longitudinal SPP
data trends and understand the relationships between the early childhood SPP indicators 6, 7 and 12.
Targeted TA Efforts Offered by Early CHOICES in SY 2015
In SY 2015, Early CHOICES signed a data sharing agreement with ISBE to allow ISBE to share early
childhood data findings 6, 7 and 12. These longitudinal data will be essential to assisting districts in
improve early childhood results.
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Figure 9 Targeted TA efforts offered by Early CHOICES in SY 2016
In SY 2016, Early CHOICES offered a total of nine unique TA efforts to include face to face TA, webinars,
academies, etc. All 147 LEAs on the SPP 6 targeted TA list were invited to the hallmark TA effort in SY
2016, the Early Childhood TA roundtable. A total of 93 LEAs attended the LRE roundtable with 36% (53)
of the LEAs being LEAs on the SPP 6 targeted TA list. All participating LEAs were then invited to initiate
requests for follow up TA from the Early CHOICES. Over 75% of the 93 LEAs (72) engaged in follow up
TA with the Early CHOICES. Of those 72 LEAs, 39 were LEAs on the SPP 6 targeted TA list.
Of the 195 districts receiving TA efforts (those targeted for SPP 6B and those not), the majority or 81%
(157) of the 195 districts received one TA effort in SY 2016 from Early CHOICES. A smaller subset of
districts (29/15%) received two TA efforts from Early CHOICES, with 8 (5%) districts receiving three or
more TA efforts. Data on the distribution of number of TA efforts by those targeted for SPP 6B and those
not are presented in the graph below.
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Number of TA Efforts by District: SPP 6B Targeted vs Not Targeted
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Figure 10 Number of TA efforts by district: SPP 6B Targeted vs Not Targeted
Early CHOICES used the SASED-Early Childhood QWIZ database to determine the trend of SPP 6B data
findings for the 21 school districts noted above that received three or more Early CHOICES TA efforts in
SY 2015. The below graphs demonstrated that the 21 school districts collectively had a 6B placement
rate in SY 2012 of 32%, slightly below the start actual for SY 2011 and slightly above the state target. In
SY 2013, these data remained relatively consistent with SY 2011, this time falling slightly below the state
target and slightly above the state actual. These data suggest the LEAs that take advantage of multiple
TA efforts consistently throughout the year are able to keep their SPP 6B data consistent with ISBE state
target and state actual values.
Four Rivers Roundtable
As a result of ongoing technical assistance lent to Four Rivers Special Education Cooperative, they
requested a customized roundtable session for their 19 member districts. In February 2016, the
roundtable gathered 33 school personnel from across the cooperative, and conversations and planning
began.
By June 2016, 11 districts had taken action and the numbers of preschoolers in various districts around
the coop have decreased in self contained classrooms and increased in general education settings.
These improvements include school based, Head Start, and private early childhood settings, and
improving existing pullout related services to push-in for those children already in inclusive settings.
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Other SPP 6 Efforts
Sharing a Vision Early Childhood Conference 2015 Planning
As a Platinum Sponsor of the 14th Biennial Sharing A Vision Conference, Early CHOICES was highly
vested in supporting the preparation of this premier event with much in-kind time and effort by all staff.
Early CHOICES staff leadership roles included, Presenter Co-Chair, Exhibit Hall Co-Chair, and Steering
Committee members. As well, Early CHOICES planned, arranged and prepared for the SAV PreConference the Administrator Academy, Improving Performance on Early Childhood Indicators 6, 7, & 12,
the staffing of the Early CHOICES exhibit booth with important literature and tools, and the staffing of the
Award of Excellence of Inclusion of Children with Special Needs Exhibit booth.
Early Childhood LRE Stakeholders Consortium
As a leader in promoting the LRE, Early CHOICES leads a statewide stakeholder group to address
access in early childhood. Education for children ages 3-5 is not mandated, so access to typical
environments varies. The consortium was created with Pam Reising-Rechner, former 619 Coordinator,
ISBE and input from STARNET in 2010 to support SPP 6 efforts. Current 619 Coordinator, Kristy Doan,
continues to support the Consortium. The group has increased in number and diversity of participants,
and maintains a family representative.
The primary focus of the group is to increase awareness and opportunities for inclusion for children ages
3-5. The importance of access to a quality education in the preschool years cannot be overlooked or
underestimated.
Meetings are held in Bloomington, Illinois, which allows statewide members to attend. The Consortium
met December 3, 2015, March 10, 2016, and May 13, 2016. The Consortium revised the Mission
Principles, which were created with input from all members, and adopted in January 2016.
On September 14, 2015, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and U.S. Department of
Education released a joint statement: “Policy Statement on Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in Early
Childhood Programs.” The document was reviewed in depth at our December meeting. Through a group
decision making process, the Consortium identified three key focus areas, based on the state-level
recommendations of the Policy Statement: accountability (incentive structures, goals & data), policies to
support inclusion (state-level interagency taskforce and plan for inclusion, and social-emotional and
behavioral health (statewide supports for children). Members were then asked to self-select a workgroup
to join.
For subsequent meetings, the Consortium separated into these subgroups to hold working meetings for a
portion of the day. As the subgroups prioritized their work, the Consortium allowed the groupings to be
flexible, with some members switching to another priority group. However, the majority of attendees have
remained committed to their original selection. The March meeting’s focus was completing a “state of the
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state” as seen through the lens of each sub group. By the May 13 meeting, the groups had begun to
determine focused outcomes for their work.
The Policy Statement was also used to revise and update the Illinois Each & Every Child Inclusion
Brochure, originally created through the Consortium. The revision included a summary of the Policy
Statement, as it is the strongest support for inclusive education in early childhood in recent years, and the
first of its type. The revised brochures were shared with all Consortium members for statewide
dissemination. Early CHOICES also updated the Spanish translation and reprinted all brochures for
dissemination.
Award of Excellence for Inclusion of Children with Special Needs
Overview
The Award of Excellence for Inclusion (AoE ICSN) is one of five Awards, and was created through the
committee structure of the Early Learning Council under the Governor’s Office of Early Childhood
Development (OECD). This particular Award was designed to cover all types of early childhood programs
and agencies in Illinois. This Award is designed to accommodate the characteristics of children and
families represented in different programs. Training for programs and materials for self-assessment were
developed with funding from the Illinois Council of Developmental Disabilities and the Award of
Excellence grant, respectively. The AoE ICSN requires programs to complete two self-assessments:
one at the program level and one at the classroom level. The Illinois Inclusion Guidelines and Checklist,
developed through this grant, translated the philosophy of inclusion set forth by the joint position
statement from NAEYC and DEC into practices recommended for high quality inclusion in programs
serving children with special needs and their families. Programs use the IIGC to complete their
programmatic self-assessment. At the classroom level, the AoE ICSN utilizes the Inclusive Classroom
Profile for self-assessment. The self-assessment materials and evidence of exceptional programming for
inclusion are submitted to the OECD as a portfolio via Livebinder. An Advisory Panel with expertise in
Inclusion, appointed by the OECD, reviews the portfolios.
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AWARD OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EXCELLENCE

11 of the 14
Programs were
given the Award of
Excellence in Early
Childhood Inclusion

34 Programs Attend
Administrative
Training

14 of the 34
Programs Submitted
EC Portfolios for an
Award of Excellence

Figure 11 Number of programs accessing AoE training and submitting portfolios
The process and materials for the Award were presented in a full day, in person training. Early CHOICES
partnered with the AoE ICSN to present training, and provide technical assistance to programs that were
interested in pursuing the Award. In total, 121 staff persons (administrators, teachers, and
paraprofessionals) from 34 different programs attended the full day in person Administrator’s
Training. Programs of all types and funding sources attended trainings: Head Start, child care, and
school district programs with and without Preschool For All funding. Trainings were held in several
regions of Illinois to accommodate rural, central Illinois and southern Illinois, including: Evanston,
Lombard, Bloomington, Champaign, Quincy, and Tinley Park. Because the requirements and standards
reflect the highest level of inclusive practices, not all programs that attended trainings proceeded to
complete a full portfolio for submission for review by the Advisory Panel. In total, 14 programs have
submitted portfolios, 11 were Awarded, two are re-submitting portfolios with additional evidence for
review, and one was determined ineligible. The 11 awardees serve a total of 425 children with full IEPs,
in addition to children with speech-only IEPs. However, it is important to note that although not all
programs have pursued or achieved the Award, a large volume of administrators and classroom staff
have an increased understanding of high quality inclusive programming. Participants in training activities
included 259 staff (113 teachers, 105 assistant teachers, 16 administrators, and 25 other staff).
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Positive outcomes for programs
In an external evaluation report, conducted and written by Dr Amanda Quesenberry from Illinois State
University, participants reported a very high rate of satisfaction with their engagement with the Award of
Excellence. For example, an overwhelming majority of teaching staff reported that using the Inclusive
Classroom Profile enabled them to improve their practice. Administrators reported that using the ICP
provided information about in which areas programs were successful, and highlighted areas for
improvement. All participants have reported that going through the self-assessment process has directly
impacted professional learning for the future, as programs developed a clear understanding of the highest
quality indicators of inclusion, and where their program stood in relation to those indicators.
Sustainability in conjugation with Early CHOICES
The supports developed through the AoE ICSN flow naturally into the work of Early CHOICES. For
example, the Illinois Inclusion Guidelines are designed so well, they can be used to help programs at the
early stages of inclusion to build a program; however, an established program could also utilized them to
improve practices. The IIG and the Inclusive Classroom Profile have been integrated into training
collaborations with STARNET. Early CHOICES and AoE ICSN have designed and presented on the
topic of high quality inclusion to two districts, as well as at the Early Childhood Today Conference at
Lewis University, which geared towards a wide array of practitioners. The website that was created for
the award (www.aoeinclusion.com) has received 1,795 unique hits in the last year, and 67.2% were new
users. To continue the momentum, the content will be linked to the Early CHOICES website
(www.eclre.org).
In addition to the materials generated, the process has identified programs, administrators and teachers
who can be mentors to programs struggling to move their inclusive practices forward. These programs
can assist Early CHOICES’ work in connecting programs and creating broader community of
practices. AoE staff have interviewed teachers and administrators, and developed a YouTube
page. These interviews, when incorporated into presentations, give real-world credibility to the
process. Attendees have reported being encouraged by these videos.
Inclusive Classroom Profile (ICP)
As reliable ICP trainers, Early CHOICES staff delivered training twice in 2016 on the use of ICP for
classroom self assessment by teachers in inclusive classrooms. Early CHOICES was invited to offer this
3 hour training for the Early Childhood Today Conference at Lewis University in Romeoville in March
2016. Again in June 2016, Early CHOICES was asked to provide this training for STARNET Region V
Early Childhood Forum in Chicago. These trainings totaled 60 early childhood administrators and staff
from public school and community settings in Chicago and suburban area.
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Outreach Efforts in Illinois
Website
Early CHOICES created a new website in SY 2014 and launched www.eclre.org in SY 2015. We
connected the website to social media such as Facebook and Twitter to increase traffic. The website uses
Livebinders as a convenient, yet thorough, format for housing collections of resources the website holds
and the two modules we have available as well as links to many resources. We have also archived the
Community of Practice meetings and webinars so they can be seen by those who were not able to make
the live event. The website actively posted the US Department of Education and Department of Health
and Human Services’ highly relevant Policy Statement on the Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in
Early Childhood Programs released in September 2015.
Website data analysis revealed that the Early CHOICES website had 14,431 page views in SY 16, an
increase of 5% over the 13,667 page views from the previous school year. Of those visits, approximately
69% were first time or new visitors and 31% returning visitors. The data also revealed that when people
visit the Early CHOICES website they tend to remain on the site for almost three minutes, visiting at least
two pages. These data suggest that the eclre.org website is frequently visited and often revisited. When
people do visit the website they tend to stay on the site much longer than the average website suggesting
that the site is of benefit to them in some way.
Newsletters
During SY 2016, Early CHOICES took a guest spot in 3 Family Matters Parent Information and Training
Center newsletters. The issues were Winter 2015-16, Spring 2016 and Summer 2016. The 3 articles
were: Eyes turned towards early childhood inclusivity; Re-empowering Families, Now!; and Is your child
ready for school or is the school ready for your child? The Family Matters Newsletter average distribution
is as follows: 170 postal mailings, 1,800 emails and 80 website views.
Higher Education Outreach
Higher Education for teacher preparation and pre-service in other related fields appears to be an effective
strategy for change in attitudes and skills for increased high quality inclusive early childhood. To this end,
Early CHOICES responded to 4 offers from Illinois State University to present guest lectures in this fiscal
year. All 4 were Special Education 200 level courses and spoke to family, professional or community
collaboration. Approximately 100 students attended with the majority Special Education majors and many
Early Childhood majors. A case study was presented on inclusive education and its outcomes for
adulthood. Early childhood settings with non-IEP classmates confirms the research that if not included,
children with IEPs in self-contained classrooms will spend their school career in self-contained classes
and this was illustrated with these lectures.
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Constant Contact
Early CHOICES also utilized Constant Contact service to email a monthly newsletter. Data regarding
users online engagement with the 10 newsletters published to date are provided below:
- A total of 10 Early CHOICES Newsletters were sent to on average 926 members of the Early
CHOICES TA Community between July 2015 and June 20, 2016.
-On average 38% (352 users) of the 926 Early CHOICES Community Users who were sent the
10 Newsletters opened the Newsletters and actively engaged with the Newsletter material.
-The highest engagement rate occurred with the May 28, 2015 newsletter. Approximately 38%
(352) of the Early CHOICES Community Users opened and actively engaged with the material in
this newsletter.
-The lowest engagement rate of the 445 users was with the April 2016 Newsletter. Approximately
48% (63 users) of the Early CHOICES Community Users opened and actively engaged with the
material in this newsletter.
Disability Beat Radio Show
Early CHOICES staff were invited guests of WEFT 90.1 FM radio show “Disability Beat”. The host
interviewed Ann Kremer and Sandy Ginther on: the Early CHOICES initiative of ISBE, and the content of
the drafted US Departments of Education, and Health and Human Services’ Policy Statement on the
Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in Early Childhood Programs. The show aired August 3, 2015 and is
archived on the WEFT website. WEFT Champaign-Urbana community radio serves east central Illinois
and worldwide listeners via streaming.
Parent Technical Assistance
Staff from Early CHOICES met with, talked to and electronically communicated at length with 6 families
and 1 parent support group over SY 2016. Problem solving, information, guidance and resources were
engaged as appropriate for each encounter and each family and group. From reviewing a parents’ letters
before submission to their school district, to a list of strategies’ and techniques for adaptive behavior,
Early CHOICES supported families of preschoolers with IEPs to receive services and individualized
parenting practices in the regular environments of their world.
Illinois DEC
An Early CHOICES staff has served on the Governing Board of the Illinois Division of Early Childhood
(IDEC) of the Council of Exceptional Children during the SY 2016 year. This collaboration brings both an
inclusive and family emphasis to early childhood in Illinois.
In the role of Governmental Relations Chair, Early CHOICES’ staff attended meetings and submitted
reports, followed legislative actions, and attended webinars, provided synthesis of relevant state and
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federal legislation to the IDEC board and membership, disseminated the federal release of the Policy on
the Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in Early Childhood Programs, and assisted with many IDEC
decisions and actions, such as the overdue revision of the state Bylaws and of the Illinois Exceptional
Children’s Week Proclamation, and attention to Every Student Succeeds Act and it’s proposed
regulations, etc.
As well, in June 2016, Early CHOICES staff accepted and began the responsibility of bringing nominees
to fill the many year vacancy of the Family Participation Chair.

National Efforts
Council for Exceptional Children Division of Early Childhood (DEC) Conference
Early CHOICES attended the annual conference October 2015 to participate in a national, early childhood
special education inclusion summit held in Atlanta, GA at DEC’s 31st Annual International Conference on
Young Children with Disabilities and Their Families. The summit was convened by Diana J. LaRocco and
Erin E. Barton on October 7, 2015. Attendees were 28 individuals representing 20 different U.S. states.
Summit participants included researchers, faculty members, administrators, teachers, related
services personnel, and families of children with special needs who have demonstrated leadership related
to advancing preschool inclusion on the local, state, or national levels. The participants represented
public and private programs and services. The summit format was a facilitated, focus group discussion in
which participants shared their perceptions of the state of and future needs for leadership and action
regarding preschool inclusion. The summit sparked Early CHOICES to pursue hosting a similar event in
Illinois. The summit is planned for February 28, 2017 with funding from the Illinois Council on
Developmental Disabilities.
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Early CHOICES
State Performance Plan Indicator 7
Preschool Outcomes
Percent of preschool children aged 3 through 5 with IEPs who demonstrate improved:
A. Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships);
B. Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including early language/communication
and early literacy); and
C. Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs.

ISBE Charge
Early CHOICES staff will collaborate with districts as they support and increase the percent of preschool
children aged 3-5 with IEPs who demonstrate improved:
•

Positive social emotional skills (including social relationship)

•

Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including early language/communication and early
literacy);

•

Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs

In SY 2016 Early CHOICES continued to work to support districts throughout Illinois to improve the Early
Childhood Outcomes (ECO). Figure 13 reflects the SY 2013 statewide data compared to Illinois target
and Figure 14 reflects SY 2014. Illinois did not meet targets for SY 2014 and Early CHOICES continues
to work with the Illinois State Board of Education and other stakeholders to review the data and assist in
improvement activities. ISBE changed ECO reporting to include progress ratings yearly in SY 2014 and
this has meant a change in our data. Without further clarification we are using the data for indicator 7 that
ISBE has shared with Early CHOICES. The definitions for the data reflected in SPP Indicators 7A1, 7A2,
7B1, 7B2, 7C1 and 7C2 are noted below:
FY 13 SPP 7 ISBE Target and Actual Data Values
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Figure 12 FY 13 SPP 7 ISBE target and actual data values
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FY 14 SPP 7 ISBE Target and Actual Data Values

7C2

53.6

46.77

7C1
7B2
7B1
39.45

10

20
30
40
ISBE SPP 7 Actual

67.83

86.7%

67.49

85.9%

55.3%

7A1
0

87.8%

53.6%

36.8

7A2

69.44

50

60
70
80
ISBE SPP 7 Target

90

100

Figure 13 FY 14 SPP 7 ISBE target and actual data values
Indicator 7A: Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships)
Indicator 7B: Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including early
language/communication and early literacy)
Indicator 7C: Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs
Summary Statement 1
Of those preschool children who entered the preschool program below age expectations in each
Outcome, the percent who substantially increased their rate of growth by the time they turned 6
years of age or exited the program.
Summary Statement 2
The percent of preschool children who were functioning within age expectations in each Outcome
by the time they turned 6 years of age or exited the program.

Early CHOICES Activities
SPP 7 Data Sorter
The SPP Data sorter noted on page 7 in this report, developed by Early CHOICES evaluator, Kelly Hyde,
will continue to be used to monitor SPP 7 data performance for all applicable districts. These data values
will be used by Early CHOICES to progress monitor their impact on districts at risk of low performance on
SPP 7. Additionally, in SY 2016, Early CHOICES had planned to share SPP 7 data reports generated by
the data sorter with relevant districts to assist districts in using the data to improve SPP 7 performance.
Early CHOICES participated in Supporting Local Data Use meeting sponsored by DaSy The Center for
Early Childhood Data Systems May 24 & 25 with ISBE and STARNET partners. We drafted a plan to
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implement in SY 2017 to share data with LEAs and provide technical assistance and support to the LEAs
to improve rating process and use of data.
Early Childhood Outcome Application Created
Early CHOICES worked to develop an application to assist school districts in the Early Childhood
Outcomes (ECO) ratings and the creation of the Child Outcome Summary Form (COSF). The ECO
ratings data has been inconsistent across Illinois. The ECO Rating Tree was developed to assist early
childhood professionals in determining ratings however it is suspected many programs were not using the
tree. The ec-ecotool.com application forces the user to complete all the questions in the rating tree and it
also generates the COSF. This allows districts to create a PDF of the COSF to save with the IEP. The
ECO rating information still needs to be entered into the Student Information System (SIS). The ECO
application was developed in SY 2014 and was rolled out for initial use in SY 2015, with 40 districts using
the ECO application to determine Early Childhood Outcome ratings.
Total Unique SPP 7 ECO App Ratings
Since the introduction of the SPP 7 ECO application for use by ISBE Districts, the application has been
used a total of 1401 times. The graph below reflects increase in the ECO application use over the last two
school years. Unique ratings increased from SY 15 to SY 16 by 14% (105 ratings).
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Figure 14 Unique ECO ratings
Unduplicated Number of Students Receiving Ratings
In SY 2016, the SPP 7 ECO application was used to uniquely rate a total of 556 students. This represents
a 13% increase in unduplicated student ratings over SY 2015.
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Figure 15 ECO unduplicated students rated
Types of SPP7 ECO App Ratings
IN SY 2016, users of the ECO Ratings application used the application a collective total of 753 times. Of
those rating, 353 were initial ratings and 400 were progress ratings. While progress ratings decreased
slightly in SY 2016 (9%/38), the number of initial SPP 7 ECO ratings increased by 41% for an increase of
143 more initial ratings than in SY 2015.

ECO Ratings Over Time

2015

210

2016

438

353

0

100

200

400

300
Initial

400

500

600

700

800

Follow Up

Figure 16 ECO Ratings
Use of ECO Ratings Application by Districts
In SY 2016, 40 unique ISBE school districts and 47 schools within those districts used the ECO Rating
Application to assess early childhood outcomes, representing an increase of five (5/11%) districts over
SY 2015.
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Figure 17 Unique districts using ECO ratings application
Early Childhood Outcomes (ECO) Stakeholders Committee
This committee is chaired by ISBE and meets quarterly throughout the year to increase the awareness of
the ECO and to assure districts are implementing with integrity. The ISBE made changes to ECO in 2014
and these changes increase the reporting requirements of ECO to annual progress ratings. For ISBE to
have accurate information it is imperative the message to districts is communicated rapidly and clearly.
The ECO Application was reviewed by members of this committee and feedback was provided in the
development and usage. Early CHOICES also supports the work of this committee by planning with ISBE
as needed.
ECO Training Jointly with STARNET, December 2, 2015 and April 18, 2016
Early CHOICES collaborated with STARNET Region II to present a workshop on ECO. Getting to Good
Outcomes! The Illinois Early Childhood Outcomes System: Making it Work in Your District with the
description:
This workshop will provide you with the most up to date information on the Illinois Early Childhood
Outcomes system. Whether a beginner to Early Childhood Outcomes or experienced in this
process, this workshop will provide you with valuable information to assist you to accurately
determine outcomes ratings for preschoolers with IEPs. Content will include a review of the three
outcomes areas, determining ratings using the Child Outcomes 7 point scale, as well as the
importance of team discussion and decision making based on the child’s functioning across
settings. A review of resources, assessments and tools available to assist in making an accurate
rating will be included, in addition to the importance of input from the family in determining
accurate ratings. You will also learn about the changes to ECO being implemented in Illinois this
year. Join us to sharpen your skills and team knowledge which will help lead to good outcomes
for children.
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This workshop was important because Illinois changed the data collection requirements for ECO from
once at entry and once at exit for preschoolers with IEPs to an entry rating and a yearly progress rating.
This increases the reporting requirements for districts. We had 28 people register and 20 attend on
December 2, 2015 and 35 register with 23 attend on April 18, 2016.
Administrators’ Academy #1610 Improving Performance of Early Childhood Indicators 6, 7, 12:
Meeting our Mandates
Early CHOICES at the direction of the ECO Stakeholders worked with leaders in the field to write and
then submit for approval from ISBE an administrators’ academy course to support early childhood
administrators in better understanding not only the ECO and SPP indicator 7 but also the other indicators
SPP 6 and SPP 12. The academy was approved by ISBE in January 2015 and we hosted one course at
Sharing A Vision Preconference and another course April 11, 2016. We had 39 participants attend which
represented 49 districts, 21 LEAs had representatives that attended an onsite RC Academy and 29 LEAs
attended online. OI the 49 LEAS, 10 (20%) of the districts were districts targets for SPP 6B TA.
Evaluation results indicate the course was successful as presented below:

Early Childhood Administrator Academy Post Survey
Findings (N=27)
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Figure 18 Early Childhood Administrator Academy post survey findings
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Early CHOICES
State Performance Plan Indicator 12
Early Childhood Transition
Effective General Supervision Part B/ Effective Transition
Percent of children referred by Part C prior to age 3, who are found eligible for Part B, and who have an
IEP developed and implemented by their third birthdays.

ISBE Charge
Early CHOICES staff will collaborate with districts as they support and increase the percent of children
referred by Part C prior to age 3, who are found eligible for Part B, and who have an IEP developed and
implemented by their third birthdays.

Early CHOICES Activities
SPP Indicator 12 data
In SY 2016, Early CHOICES was not able to accurately assess the SPP 12 data findings due to lack of
data provided by ISBE. Early CHOICES is continuing to work with ISBE to obtain data on SPP 12 data
findings for use with districts.
Illinois Transition Training Building Bridges: The Transition Process from Early Intervention to
Early Childhood.
In collaboration with Illinois STARNET Region I and III, Early CHOICES staff presented the statewide
transition training, Building Bridges: The Transition Process from Early Intervention to Early Childhood.
The collaborative partner’s Regions serve northwest and central Illinois. Four trainings were provided:
October 29, 2015 in Moline; November 3, 2015 in Springfield; March 3, 2016 in Freeport; March 11, 2016
in East Peoria. These all day trainings had a mix of 91 Birth - 5 personnel attending.
Providers of Early Intervention Part C services for birth to age 3 children with delays were present at each
training with a cumulative presence of approximately 50% of all attendees. These included Child and
Family Connections managers, service coordinators, and independent and agency EI specialists.
On behalf of 3 - 5 year olds, 28 different public school districts, special education cooperatives and an
ROE had approximately 45 staff become trained. These trainees advance preschoolers’ development as
teachers and paraprofessionals, related service providers, family educators and administrators. As well,
every training had more than one of the following categories represented: parents of children with
disabilities, private and subsidized community child care providers, faith-based community childcare
providers, family child care providers, private preschool providers or Head Start personnel.
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The most populous geographical areas represented were Moline and vicinity, Peoria and vicinity,
Rockford and vicinity, and Springfield and vicinity. Five small rural school districts, not belonging to a
special education cooperative, attended.
While Least Restrictive Environment content was embedded across the training, one agenda topic was
solely devoted to LRE. Participants were offered numerous handouts of Illinois State Board of Education,
the US Office of Special Education guidance, and the US Department of Education and US Department
of Health and Human Services’ Policy Statement on the Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in Early
Childhood Programs, along with other materials. Data of State Performance Plan Indicator 12 was
shared, and information about Indicator 6 was reported in overview. Websites were identified and
occasionally projected and viewed. Application of this information was highly encouraged.
Illinois Birth to Five: Transition Guidance Committee
The Illinois Birth to Five Transition Guidance Committee meets 4 times a year and is chaired by ISBE and
IDHS. Early CHOICES attends these meetings and participates in problem solving and planning to assist
in assuring statewide compliance with SPP Indicator 12. Early CHOICES contributes to the Transition
Guidance Committee in various ways: reviewing training modules under consideration, assist in
development of IEP Completion Decision Trees and other transition tools and documents, logistic support
for meeting arrangement and minute-taking. As transition training for the state is also under this
committee, Early CHOICES shares in developing and revising training content and presenting trainings.
In addition, Early CHOICES also has developed an online training module, Understanding LRE for Young
Children for families.
Transitioning to Early Childhood: Understanding LRE of Young Children Module
Collaborating with a Transition Guidance Task Force, Early CHOICES created an online training module
to help families understand LRE for preschoolers. The content was drafted by Early CHOICES and then
reviewed and revised by a subcommittee of the Illinois Birth to Five Transition Guidance Committee.
Early CHOICES worked with a contractor to create the presentation in Adobe Presenter. It is decided
that this parent focused online training module is the first of 3 in a series. Survey data are presented
below:
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Understanding LRE for Young Children Post Survey
Findings (N=35)
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Figure 19 Understanding LRE post survey findings
Early CHOICES worked with the Illinois Early Intervention Training Project (EITP) to also offer the
Understanding LRE module for Early Intervention credit. Through the EITP 218 additional people
attended the module and completed the EITP survey. Most participants were early intervention
professionals who work closely with families. We do not have matching survey results for these
participants but we have these sample comments captured from the EITP system:

I learned important information about the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA): 1) It
focuses on result and not process; it embraces the model of prevention and not the
model of failure; special education is a service and not a placement. I also learned how
families of disable and non-disabled children benefits positively from inclusion.
I learned about the importance of having children with disabilities in classrooms with
typically developing children. I had a negative view prior to this as felt it was holding
back typically developing children and how could the child with disabilities keep up. After
this course I realize how it helps the child with disabilities learn from other typical
children how they should be performing. Also the typical children learn to treat these
children as normal and not as outcasts. That helps everyone.
I have never realized how much more goes into the transition process for the school
districts. I liked knowing that they place children who have disabilities in classrooms with
children who do not in order for the both of them to gain awareness of the other. Rather
than putting them in separate classrooms, you allow the children to work together and
see the differences to learn more about it and than be able to support one another as
time goes on.

We will continue the collaboration with the Illinois EITP in the future.
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Educational Environment Code Generator Application
http://ec-sppsix.com/
A screenshot of the home page is below. Users are able to add a new entry, which will take them through
the EE code decision tree and generate the appropriate EE code for the preschooler.

Below is a sample of the PDF generated from the application:
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Early Childhood Outcomes Application
http://ec-ecotool.com/
A screenshot of the home page is below. Users are able to add a new entry, enter progress, or edit
existing ratings. Users are able to generate a report of all the data they have entered into the application.

A sample Child Outcome Summary Form PDF generated is located on the following page.
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